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once a product key has been purchased, you will be able to activate the windows
operating system, applications, and software. the first time you activate a windows

license, it will be an "initial activation". this is a proof-of-purchase process to ensure that
the product key you've been issued for is legitimate and that it is allowed to be used on
a particular computer, such as yours. you must complete this proof of purchase before

being able to activate your product key. the initial activation process will check for
warranty and product support. during this process, you will be asked if you want to set a
product key, which will be required for future product upgrades. if you set a product key,
you will be able to set it in the future. you can use kms to activate windows 10 if you did
a clean install. however, i would not recommend it. i took a major performance hit when
activating windows 7 on windows 10, where i have never experienced any problems. just

stay with what works and leave kms to the techies. if you are having problems with
activating a win 7/8.1 upgrade, just leave it alone. pick your battles wisely. it's probably

good advice to never transfer windows 8.1 to a different partition if you are going to do a
clean install. i moved to a different partition (i had my win 7 install on c: then made a

new d: drive and moved everything to it) and installed windows 10 and it did not
activate. i had to do a clean install. if you have a windows 8.1 key that you've never

used, it's probably worth a try. download the iso from microsoft, burn it to a dvd or insert
it into a usb thumb drive. boot your machine from the dvd or the usb drive.
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