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this article examines the activities of a number of geographic
entities (regions, states, provinces, cities, municipalities, and so
on) and the political process through which these entities are
formed. it illustrates how the process has been fundamentally
influenced by the course of a project (the charter of the united
nations) and the competing interests of the major powers
involved. its author argues that it will be important for scholars of
international relations to take a more nuanced and sophisticated
view of the role of geography in determining the nature of power
in the contemporary international system, and specifically the role
of geography in shaping the geopolitical outcomes of global
processes. this is true of a wide variety of political phenomena,
ranging from international conflict, to the location of international
institutions, and the distribution of global income and wealth. this
study examines the role of geography in determining the nature
and distribution of political power in latin america. its main aim is
to provide a framework for understanding the interaction between
geography and the structural processes that give rise to
persistent patterns of political development. it examines the role
of a number of geographic variables in the formation of political
institutions and distribution of power in latin america, using a
dataset from the world values survey and the latinobarometer
panel, two global surveys that produce data on countries on a
number of dimensions of political life, including the role of
geography in determining the nature and distribution of political
power. it demonstrates the importance of geography in the
institutionalization of political power and how patterns of political
development are influenced by geography in a number of ways. it
also offers suggestions for future research. in particular, the
article argues that, while political geography has been the focus of
attention in the study of regional political development, regional
economic development should also be examined. it also argues
that we need to look at the role of geography in shaping and
determining the nature and distribution of political power in the
global context.
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