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24. Missionaries share the divine mission which Jesus fulfilled, and they are to carry it on as well. The apostolic mission is not something new or alien to the Church. It is already reflected in the
solemn vow of the Church founded by the Savior. Before embarking on their missionary work, the apostles were reminded of the profound significance of the work of the Church in the course
of time and of the fullness of the mission entrusted to it: Do not be afraid of the Jews: for there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known (Mt 10:26). The
Church, present and ever living on earth, is the community of believers in which the Lord fulfills the work of salvation (cf. Jn 17:21). In this sense the Church is an institution, an entity and a

sign. She is not restricted to any part of the world. 27. What characterizes the mission the Church is to carry out? In Christ's own example we find the answers to this question. The Cross: the
center of the mission. From Christ we learn how the disciple is to live in the midst of the world: with no interest in his own self, and no concern for his personal honor, but with his whole being
absorbed in the activity of the mission. By following him, we acquire from him a style of living which is open to all, a style in which the transcendent God seeks expression in the lives of men
and women: In humility and in the world, we are to be transfigured and formed into the image of Christ (cf. Mt 11:29), we are to be fully human and fully Christian. A new way of living, a true

love of your neighbor, love of God, and love of Christ.
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however, the church has to renounce the obsession, which has become a fatal habit in some circles, that only god can save. in this, as in so many other things, the church is being called to be
more confident and to better enable others to be faithful to christ and thereby to experience his saving grace. the church works for others by being for them-that is, by becoming for them what
they need and what they should become-a sharing with them of the gift of god, the word, the holy spirit, so that they can really believe, have peace, and experience true joy. if we are faithful
to god's call to evangelize, we will share in god's redemptive mission. evangelization will always be a process. while we are obedient to the lord's call to help the poor and needy, we are also
constantly called to engage in a better and more effective evangelization. this is the first duty of the laity, in which they have a duty to be faithful to the apostolic tradition and to their own

calling as christians. the church has always had and still has a mission in the world and a mission to the world, not only to convert sinners but to save them. but if the church is to do her
mission in the world, she must be confident and courageous enough to involve herself, especially in the area of social commitment, where the church is called to be a voice for the weak and

suffering in society. a voice which proclaims the love of christ to all men, and the good news of the gospel to all. it will not be easy to take the gospel to the world when whole peoples are still
steeped in ancient patterns of life. but today, with all its incomparable spiritual and material resources, the church is called to re-discover and re-dignify her "awe" of god. this awe is that awe

which rests on god himself.. "god is strong and mighty; he has no equal." (i kings 19.8) god is not weak and he does not need our assistance. the work which he is doing in and through his
church must be obeyed, not by turning our back on the world but by making it ours. 5ec8ef588b
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