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retractor which is used by a surgeon to hold tissues or organs at a location where they are
to be treated during surgical procedures. For example, a vascular retractor is used to hold
a blood vessel at a location where the vessel is to be treated during a surgical procedure.
The retraction of blood vessels during cardiac surgery is particularly acute, and this
problem is exacerbated during coronary bypass surgery in which the surgeon is
particularly concerned with the kinking of large blood vessels which might otherwise be
used to provide a bypass graft. When using a retractor to hold a blood vessel or other
anatomical structure it is also important to know the proper attitude of the surgical
retractor in order that the structure does not become crushed. The known vascular
retractors are generally formed of sheet metal. It is known to provide a vascular retractor
having a retractor blade formed of a series of arcuate filaments interconnected by a
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interconnected by a retraction plate. The sine blades are disposed to allow the retractor
blade to flex along one axis only. It is also known to provide a vascular retractor having a
blade formed of a square shaped member having longitudinal sides and transverse sides.
The longitudinal sides of the square shaped member are interconnected by a retraction
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