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Note: Updated content added in this version Introduction The topic of Self vs. Other is not discussed at all in the 5 books of the
Bible. A number of good books (four or five) deal with the distinction between Self and Other in depth, including the Desires
and the Ideal of Authentic Sexuality (by a woman – if only to be the first to discuss this topic). It is so interesting to realize that
in the entire Bible, the only parallel that the authors use to discuss the topic of Self and Other is the story of the Prodigal Son.
Now, if we were to give a simplistic, “black-and-white” definition, we would say that: Self means who we are – the unique
content of our souls and our personality. Other means who they are – another, not us, not with us. This is only a general
definition. And for the story of the Prodigal Son, it is not even correct. If you think about it, the entire story can be re-written
with a different set of words. For example: In the beginning of the story, the whole family decides to go to Jerusalem. The
father gives the older brother the choice of going too. The older brother says, “I don’t want to go, but my mom is sick.” He is
offering his mom as his Self, his unique personality
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