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Yoram Avnimelech PDF.The Conservatives have cited “irrefutable” evidence of university billings by
left-wing activists to claim that Labour’s support for giving more university students free tuition fees
will lead to the abolition of fees. The claim by Grant Shapps, the party’s chair of the education select
committee, comes just a day after the row over Labour’s plans for fees escalated when it emerged
that more than $4m (£2.3m) had been paid by the Labour Party in unapproved student activist fees
in 2015-16. In a speech to the Conservative party’s conference on Tuesday morning, Shapps cited

two letters, written to him by Theresa May, in September last year, which he said contained
“irrefutable proof” that Labour MPs, including the shadow education secretary, Angela Rayner, had

paid for their own “non-London” uni halls of residence and claimed that Labour MPs had paid
between £1,000 and £2,000 a month for three students. But Labour said Shapps’s claims were a

“slander” and that “there has been no suggestion that any Labour MPs have paid for students to live
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