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15 10 10 12 8 10.The present invention relates to an automatic sheet feeding apparatus for use in a printing

device such as a printing press, a copying machine or the like. An automatic sheet feeding apparatus for use in a
printing device, for example, an automatic sheet supplying apparatus for supplying a printing paper to a printing
drum, is known in the art. Such an automatic sheet feeding apparatus comprises a magazine for holding a large

number of printing papers, an output tray for storing and outputting the printing paper, and an aligning assembly
which aligns and separates the printing papers one by one. The aligning assembly comprises a paper feed roller

for feeding the printing papers one by one, a brake assembly for stopping the paper feed roller to bring the
printing paper held on the paper feed roller in contact with a paper guide of the aligning assembly, and an aligning

blade which is arranged to separate the printing papers one by one from the paper feed roller by pressing the
paper guide to stop the printing paper. The paper feed roller and the aligning blade are supported by the aligning
assembly. Here, it is known to drive the paper feed roller by using an endless belt. In this arrangement, however,
the paper feed roller is supported in such a manner that the paper feed roller is not rotated when the paper is not
held on the paper feed roller and in such a manner that the paper feed roller is rotated when the paper is held on
the paper feed roller. Accordingly, the paper feed roller is stopped by the brake assembly when the printing paper

is put on the paper feed roller. Therefore, a noise is generated when the paper is put on or off the paper feed
roller. It is known to use a paper feeding belt for supporting the paper feed roller and to hold the paper feed roller
between a driving pulley and a driven pulley. In this arrangement, the paper feed roller is rotated during printing,

and the paper feed roller is stopped during non-printing so that the paper feed roller can be supported to be
stopped at a position where the printing paper is put thereon during printing. Therefore, the paper feed roller is

not stopped by the brake assembly. In this arrangement, however, a large force is applied to the paper feed roller
so that the driving pulley and the driven pulley are easily worn and must be frequently exchanged. This shortens

the service life of the paper
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